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Background: 

Aspirations & Initiatives



4

1. Population Increase ï2.5 Billion by 2050

4. Conflicts

3. Increasing Urbanization

5. Mobility of People

2. Climate Change

Rationale for Establishment of Africa CDC
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Rapid Population Increase: 2.5 Billion by 2050

One in Four will be African by 2050
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Diseases Death by millions 

in 2015

Deaths by millions in 

2030

Cardiovascular diseases 1.18 1.97

Cancers 0.52 0.97

Respiratory diseases 0.23 0.36

Diabetes mellitus 0.21 0.39

Threats from Antimicrobial Resistance Threats from Non-Communicable Diseases

Source: Oôneillreport 2014

Other Threats Facing Africa 
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Establishment of the Africa CDC

Official Launch  - January 31st,  2017



8

AFRICA CDC - MANDATE

The Africa CDC is a 

Specialized Technical 

Institution of the African 

Union charged with the 

responsibility to promote 

the prevention and control 

of diseases in Africa.
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AFRICA CDC ïVision & Mission

Vision
A safer, healthier, and prosperous Africa

Mission
4Ï ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÅÎ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÉÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎÓȭ ÃÁÐÁÃÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÃÁÐÁÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐÓ 
to detect and respond quickly and effectively to disease threats and outbreaks based on 

science, policy, and data-driven interventions and programs.

.
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Africa CDC Strategic Focus

Five Strategic Pillars - March 2017
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Africa CDC Leveraging Assets at the African Union 

Commission ïFranchise Value 
Peace and Security Department 

ÅConflict prevention and early warning 

ÅAfrican Standby Capacity ïLogistics, strategic lift, Continental logistic base in 
Douala

Political Affairs Department 

ÅHumanitarian Affairs, Refugees and Displaced Persons Division

ÅFree movement of peoples and goods

Rural Economy and Agriculture Department 

ÅThe Inter-African Bureau for Animal Resources ïIBAR: One Health

ÅClimate Change and Desertification/Water and Sanitation

Infrastructure and Energy Department 

ÅTransport and Tourism

ÅSingle Air transport Network 

Human Resources, Science and Technology Department 

ÅHuman Resource and Youth Development

ÅEducation and Science and Technology 
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UNI%O AFRICANA 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,     P.O. Box: 3243     Tel.: (251-11) 551 7700      Fax: (251-11) 5519 321 
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ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA 
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PSC/ PR/ BR. (DCCXLII)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRESS STATEMENT 

 
 

  

άThe Peace and Security Council (PSC) of the 
African Union (AU), at its 742nd meeting held 
on 11 January 2018, received a briefing by the 
Africa Centre for Disease Control and 
Prevention (Africa CDC) on Public Health 
Threats to Peace and Security in Africa. 
Council took note of the briefing made by the 
Director of the Africa CDC, Dr. John 
Nkengasongτέ
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Three Major Africa Aspirations: Integration
Free Trade Free People MovementOpen Sky
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Africa Unionôs Initiatives

Integrated, inclusive and 

prosperous Africa free from its 

heavy burden of disease, 

disability and premature death.
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Public Health Disease Threats in Africa 

IHR Implementation and positive return on 
investment for global health outlays

Africaôs economic growth & Security - promoting 
health as a global public good

Continental Integration: Transnational 
Collaboration
Harness Africaôs public & private health asset -
platform Effect

Health
Security & 
Peace

Health
Social/Diploma
cy

Economic 
Protection

Healthy and Secured Africa in a Healthy World
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Africa CDC and

New Public Health Order
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New African Public Health Order

Strengthen Systems 

for Health and Health 

Systems

Strengthen NPHIs and Networks: 

Harnessing Public Health Assets in 

Africa

Strengthen African Public Health 

Workforce Capacity

Enhance Culture of Data: Acquisition, 

Warehousing, Use, and Sharing

Develop Public Private Philanthropic 

Partnership

Coordinate and Enhance Partnerships
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2.1. Strengthen NPHIs and 

Networks: Harnessing Public 

Health Assets in Africa
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Status of NPHIs in Africa
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National Public Health Institutes

Africa CDC and Network of National Public Health Institutes: Unity of Purpose

Outcomes for NPHI Meeting:

ÁFramework for development 

ÁScorecard for tracking progress

ÁLegal framework for establishment
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China 
CDC

Guangdong CDC 

21 municipal CDCs 

121 district/county CDCs

1636 exclusiveteams  on prevention and health 
care in township or community hospitals

4437 hospitals

Africa CDC, Regional Collaborating Centres, and NPHIs
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ÅThe RCCs establish Regional 
Surveillance and Laboratory 
Networks (RISLNET) between 
the NPHIs in their region

ÅRISLNET -a vehicle for:

ÁCross-border surveillance, 
outbreak response

ÁAMR surveillance

ÁNCD surveillance

ÁPandemic Response 

Africa CDC -Regional Collaborating Centers and Regional 
Integrated Surveillance-Laboratory Networks 

RISLNET
Northern Africa

WesternAfrica

CentralAfrica

EasternAfrica

Southern Africa

Gabon

Nigeria

Zambia

Kenya

Egypt
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Regional Integrated Surveillance and Laboratory

Network: Example of West Africa
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2.2.Strengthen African Public Health 

Workforce Capacity
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Epidemic Intelligence 
Service (EIS)

Managed by U.S. CDC

European Epidemiology 

Training Programme

Overseen by European CDC

Epidemiology Training Programmes

Who provides 

Oversight?

Africa CDC ?

AFRICAN 
EPIDEMIOLOGY

TRAINING 
PROGRAMME
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2.3.Enhance Culture of Data: 

Acquisition, Warehousing, Use, and 

Sharing
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Lack of Vital Registration Data in Africa

ñMany Africans are born and die without leaving a trace in any official legal 

records or statistics.ò

ñThis is because the majority of African countries do not have functioning civil registration and vital 

statistics systems that can adequately account for the births, deaths and other vital events that happen in 

their territories. This has been referred to as the ñscandal of invisibilityò. 

ñAfrica cannot fulfil its dream unless we know who we are, where we live, work 

and play and what we need to better our living conditions. Births, marriages, 

divorces and deaths are all vital events that must be recorded in any country.ò

Jacob Zuma, 

President of South Africa

Source: https://www.uneca.org/sites/default/files/uploaded-documents/Statistics/CRMC3/making_everyone_visible_en.pdf

https://www.uneca.org/sites/default/files/uploaded-documents/Statistics/CRMC3/making_everyone_visible_en.pdf
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Quality Data is Vital in Sound Public Health Practice

Source: https://qz.com/africa/762729/poor-data-is-hurting-african-countries-ability-to-make-good-policy-decisions/

You canôt build 

schools without 

knowing how many 

children need to be 

enrolled.

https://qz.com/africa/762729/poor-data-is-hurting-african-countries-ability-to-make-good-policy-decisions/
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Data Quality

Data quality was found to be suboptimal, with 

quality scores ranging from 54% to 64% 

compared to the national target of 80%.

In 2015, 65% of the Millennium Development 

Goalsôindicators for countries in Central Africa 

was based on data that were not credible or 

accurate or timely. 

As of 2013, none of the 60 countries with 

complete vital registration is in Africa. 

Source: African Population Health Research Centre

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/mdg/the-millennium-development-goals-report-2015.html
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Strengthening the Entire Data Spectrum
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Strengthening Data Management System for NPHIs in Africa

ÅAdvocate for 

Mortality 

surveillance and 

registry systems

ÅBuild NPHIs 

capacity to better 

collect, analyze, 

and use data within 

countries, and 

share
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Networking Through Innovative Information System

Coordination Within Africa CDC Regional Collaborating Centres- ECHO
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2.4.Develop Public Private 

Philanthropic Partnership
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Ebola Outbreaks Devastated the Economies of Affected Countries in 

West Africa
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2.5.Coordinate and Enhance 

Partnerships
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The Power of Partnership ɀNeed for Effective Coordination
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Potential Areas of 

Partnership
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Potential Areas of Partnership

Strengthen and Establish NPHIs and RISLNETs

Develop an Advanced Molecular Diagnostic Laboratory 

Network

Support the establishment of continent-wide data platforms 

for disease surveillance

Improve the capacity of the public health workforce: Rapid 

Respond Teams, Field Epidemiology, Laboratory 

Leadership, and Public Health Informatics
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The Africa CDC Train Has Left the Station


